all agreed on this, and it seems to me it may be safest to assume at present that the work of that department will not be materially affected. As regards in-patients, I have heard it urged that the work of the hospitals will be enormously increased. I am not able to understand the foundation for that argument. I think it is probable that the work of that department will remain very much the same as now, because I cannot help thinking that at the present time we receive and treat as in-patients in the hospitals all those persons who will under the Bill, if it becomes law, hereafter be insured persons. It seems probable that all insured persons will be persons who will be eligible for hospital treatment as in-patients; and I do not understand why the Bill should throw upon the hospitals a very much greater amount of work, as regards in-patients, than they now discharge.
On the other hand, there seems not the slightest reason for supposing that in-patient work will be diminished. And, as we all know, in-patient work is the expensive work of the hospitals. I think, therefore, it may be taken for granted as a general proposition that one thing, at any rate, the Bill will not do?that is, it will not, generally speaking, diminish the work of hospitals and infirmaries. The probability is that they will have just as much work to do as ever and that their expenditure will be as large as ever It may be that the Local Health Committees, whose work will be under the supervision of the Insurance Commissioners, will help the hospitals to obtain proper return for work which they do for insured persons; but it has been our experience hitherto that such approved societies of working men sometimes demand privileges and authority oiiu of all proportion to their contributions. This, however, may be corrected if the hospitals are able to secure representation upon the Local Health Committees.
In the course of their insurance work the Local Health Committees may become powerful agencies for organising, registering, and co-ordinating the whole of the assistance available for the sick poor, so that not only will patients be able to obtain the relief they require quickly and readily, but also it will be possible to have patients watched However, it may be that the reforms or alterations which will be hastened by and result from the operation of the Bill will be the means, not only of correcting the overlapping and the treating of patients who, for one reason or another, ought not to be treated, but it may also make up to the hospitals the loss of income with which we are told they are threatened.
Therefore The Chairman put the resolution, and it was carried unanimously amid loud applause.
